GUIDE TO PLANNING THE MUSIC
FOR YOUR WEDDING CEREMONY

When a bride-to-be ewisions her walk down the dsle, she canimagine in grea detail the dress the
flowers, the family and friends gathered to celebrate her marriage. Some sort of grand music acompanies
her momentous day, but what isit? Isthere an organ playing? Maybe atrumpet, or perhaps a brassquintet?
For most brides, the dress flowers and reception are things they have mntemplated for much longer than
they have worn an engagement ring. They may have even thowght abou what music they want to danceto at
their reception. But for many people, music for awedding ceremony can be difficult to plan. The style of
music, hov much music to include and whereto placeit in the ce&emony, aswell aswhowill play it and hav
to find these performers, are dl onthelist of topicsto tadle.

The music you choase for your wedding will set the tone for the entire ceéemony. From the prelude
that people hea as they arrive, to the processonal and the music head duing the caemony, to the
recessonal and the music head as the guests leave. The music has apowerful effed. A church wedding
with organ music is what most brides picture a aformal, traditional ceremony. An oudoa wedding,
acompanied by abrassquintet paints a picture of pomp and elegance. An intimate, romantic setting can be
enhanced by a keyboard player and trumpet soloist. Wedding music shoud na only match, bu also enhance
the setting and style of the ceemony.

Never fea. The following pages will help you dan the various musicd elements of the wedding
ceremony, explaining how and where music isusually used. The various types of ceremonies and
appropriate musicd styles will be presented, aswell as some alviceon choosing music and hiring musicians.

THE LOCATION OF THE CEREMONY

Thefirst considerationin choosing wedding music must be the locaion o the wedding. Church
weddings have the option d an argan or pianoin most cases. An organ can also be augmented by a singer,
instrumentali st, or ensemble. A common combinationfor amore dasdcd touch is organ and lrass
instruments, which never fail sto catch the dtention d listeners. If your wedding isgoing to be heldina
home or in areceotion Hhell, there may be apiano avail able, or your keyboard player will most likely be ale
to suppy onefor the event. If your ceremony isto be held oudoars, acoustic instruments (which reguire no
eledricity) are apradicd option. If you dan to use anplified instruments, you must be cetain that there
will be apower source avail able. If asufficient extension cord can be plugged into a power supgy, an
eledronic keyboard of some kind can be used at an oudoa ceremony.

If youare planning on a church wedding, find ou what guidelines the church has for wedding music.
Some churches trea the wedding as they would any other worship service and require that all music
performed at awedding be of asaaed o religious nature. The dergy officiating the ce&emony may ask to
approve the song seledions. Some dhurches tred the wedding as a private service and all ow seaular songsto
be sung, whil e others may all ow an instrumental version d a seadlar song with nolyrics. Make sure you
understand your church's requirements before you begin to seled music and hire musicians.

THE STYLE OF THE CEREMONY

After the question d location has been answered, the next questionis one of style. A church
wedding does nat have to be formal, nar does a beadfront wedding have to be caual. Garden weddings can



be degant or informal. The music you chocse will help define the style of wedding you have aeded. If you
are aming for formal, classcd music isagoodchoice Pieces sich as Pachelbel's"Canonin D" or Handel's
"Largo" quietly annource aformal, traditional ceremony. If your preferenceis amore caual tone, try
contemporary Christian songs such as"l Will Be Here" or "Love Will Be Our Home." If you prefer seaular
music, Broadway tunes sich as "Unexpeded Song," or popuar songs along the lines of "Butterfly Kisses" or
"EndessLove" may bejust the ticket.

THE PRELUDE

Wedding music does nat begin with the processonal. The music that is heard as guests enter and
find sedsis known as the prelude. The prelude music usually begins abou fifteen to twenty minutes before
the caemony, or perhaps only one or two songs for avery small wedding. Lessprelude musicisusually
required for a small wedding than awedding with several hunded guests. Prelude music serves sveral
functions. It annources to guests that the ceemony will begin shortly, it sets the tone for the wedding itself,
andit isa we to the wedding party that things are éou to get underway. It isaso away of formally
marking the time in which guests are seaed. Remember that for many of the family andfriendsin
attendance, your wedding is smething of areunion. The prelude music is usually played at a volume that
allows gueststo gree one ancther without shouing or needing to whisper. Goodclasscd choicesfor
prelude music include Badh's "Air onthe G String," and Massnet's "Meditation." Popuar songs can also be
played or sung as part of the prelude music.

THE PROCESSONAL

Most brides choose two musicd seledions as procesgonals for their wedding, particularly if they
have more than ore or two attendants preceding them down the asle. In that case the datendants processto
one pieceof music, whil e the bride entersto ancther. The moment at which the music changesisthe aue for
the guests to stand and turn to watch the bride's entrance. In a small er wedding, asingle processonal is
perfedly appropriate. Some weddings also include aspedal pieceof music during which the bride's mother
and the groom's parents are seded before the gtendants processon. Among popuar wedding processonals
are Wayner's "Bridal Chorus,” Purcdl's"Trumpet Tune" and Clarke' s “ The Prince of Denmark’s March.”

MUSIC DURING THE CEREMONY

Oncethe prelude is over and the bride, groom and all of the atendants are & the front of the church,
the caemony begins. There ae several spotsin the caemony where music istraditionally inserted, although
thereis gred flexibility in making these choices. Many people place goieceof music before or between the
readings. A pieceof musicisoften head during the lighting of the unity cande. If thereisasharing of the
peaceincluded in the ceéemony it is often accompanied by music. Music may also beincluded during
communion, duing the signing of the marriage document, or during the offering, if those events are apart of
the ceemony. Some people dso include apieceof music immediately after the exchange of vows.

The music head duing the ceaemony itself is usually somewhat contemplative in nature, refleding
the seriousnessof this moment in the lives of the coupe. "Ave Maria' isapiece ommonly head duing a
traditional Roman Cathadlic wedding ceremony. Bad's "Bist Du bei Mir" or Malotte's"The Lord's Prayer"
are other traditional saared choicesfor all denominations of Christian weddings. (For Roman Cathdlic
weddings, you shoud chedk with the priest abou using Malotte's "The Lord's Prayer." Some priests objed
to it because it includes the Protestant version d the prayer.) If youinclude popuar songsin your ceremony,



appropriate choices might include "Longer," "Grow Old with Me" or "Till There Wa You." You may
chocse to have the music within the ceemony performed by a vocdi st with acampaniment, or just as an
instrumental. If youchoose apop o courtry song to be head duing the ceemony, remember that it will not
be your favorite recording you will be heaiing. Choase something that you can imagine being performed by
the musicians you engage. "Just the Way You Are" may be the song you have in mind for the li ghting of
your unity candle, bu the rendition given by the dhurch arganist and alocd singer may not be quite what
youwere expeding. Before you kegin inserting music into every nodk and cranny of the cegemony though,
remember that thisisnot a oncert. People have mme to cdebrate your marriage, na your taste in music.
Also keep in mindthat the bride and groom and entire wedding party will be standing there during eath
musicd seledion.

THE RECESSONAL

The bride and groom enter most wedding ceremonies sparately, often through dfferent doas.
When the ceemony is over, they passthrough the gathered family and friends arm in arm and exit together.
The symbadlism of thisis smple. Thetwo individuals that entered the caemony alone ae now bound
together, leaving together to begin their married life. Whil e the prelude music was kept at a volume
comfortable for conversation and music during the ceemony was rious and contemplative, the recesgonal
is often ajoyous annourcement of the marriage. In many ceremonies the recessonal is preceded by around
of applause for the newlyweds. It isagoodideato inform the musician o the final words that will be spoken
in the ceemony and whether or nat applause is expeded, so that they may begin the music right on cue.
Some popuar recessonasinclude Mendelsohn s “Wedding March” from A Midsummer Night's Dream,
Bedhoven's“Ode To Joy” from Symphory No. 9, and Mouret’s “Rondeau.”

THE NON-TRADITIONAL CEREMONY

Youmay opt to hdd your ceremony somewhere other than a church. Art gall eries, museums, a
lovely home, university halls, courtry clubs or reception hell s are anong common choices. Although the
setting may be nortraditi onal, many coupes choasing such a setting still use afairly traditional format for
the caemony itself. Youwill probably use music in many of the same ways as someone with a traditi onal
church wedding. Youwill li kely want to have music playing as your guests find their seds, and you will
want aprocessonal andrecessonal. Youwill probably want to use some music within the caemony,
particularly if you are going to light aunity candle. And d course you want some sort of music to annource
the end d the caemony.

An oudoa wedding can be aformal or informal asyouwould liketo makeit. If you deddeto add
music to an oudoa ceremony, pay attentionto afew simple detail s. If you are going to hire musicians to
use dedronic instruments or amplificaion d any kind, make sure you can provide the dedricity they
require to power their equipment. When planning an oudoar wedding, think in terms of portable
instruments. Pianos do nd fare well when parked onagrassy hill side. A portable dedronic keyboard will
be much more suitable. Bea in mind that certain acoustic instruments like harp, violin, cdlo, flute, classcd
guitar and many others depend in part on the reverberations of the room in which they play for their sound.
A loneflutein apark onabreezy day will be difficult to hear. Unpredictable fadors such aswindandrain
falling onthe tent that shelter the ceeemony can make it very difficult to hea not only the musicians but the
vows you exchange a well. Instrumentalists will also be concerned abou the weaher condtions likely for
an oudoa ceremony. Eledronic equipment will not farewell intherain. Hea, humidity, and cold can all
have detrimental eff eds on certain instruments and their sounds. The sun keding down onaharp o any



stringed instrument can adually damage the instrument. Whil e brassinstruments are not adversely aff eded
by poa weaher condtions, it's gill best to kegp your musicians under cover or in the shade.

THE MUSICAL SELECTIONS

Onceyou have determined the location and style of your wedding, you are realy to begin seleding
music. If you are going to be married in a church, the dhurch organist is agoodstarting paint. If you have
no clea ideas on what you might want to hea, the organist can be atremendous resource. Y ou can set up an
appadntment, usualy after a church service, when the organist will be aleto play through some of the music
he or she has used for weddingsin the past. Fed freeto take notes and ask questions. If you have asong or
apiecethat youfed strongly abou including, bring along a wpy of the music and have the organist or
pianist play through alittl e of it to give you an ideaof what it will soundlike.

If youare using a brassgroup a adding atrumpet soloist, you can domuch the same thing. You
may be a&leto arrange atimeto hea the musicians perform. DutchessBrassalso has sound lytes avail able
ontheir website, www.duchessorasscom. Youwill find listed some seledions of music they are most often
requested to play. If youwant to have aspedfic tune performed you may have to pay the groupto arrange it
for their instrumentation.

HIRING MUSICIANS

Where does one go to find qualified musicians to perform at awedding? Again, the best placeto
start, if you are planning a church wedding, iswith the church organist. Some churches require that coupes
use the resident organist; others will allow youto bring in someone dseif you prefer. It ishighly
recommended that you wse the resident organist of the church where your wedding ceremony will be held.
Not only will t hey be the most famili ar with that particular organ, they will most likely also know the typicd
program order for the caemony of that church. The organist you hire may know some musicians who
perform for weddings. Keep in mind, havever, na all musicians are of the same cdiber. A trumpet student
from the locd high schod may naot give the professonal performancethat youwill want for your spedal day.
Bridal fashion shows are gred placesto pick up businesscards, na only from musicians and boding agents,
but from bridal shops, florists, bakers and aher businesses involved in weddings as well .

If your best friend had awonderful brassquintet at her wedding and youwould like the same
ensemble, ask for the name and telephore number of the group s contad person. Your friend will be
flattered and the musicians will be glad that one performanceled to another. Y oushoud also pay attention
to any horror stories you hea abou musicians and weddings. If you hea that a groupwas unreliable or
disappanting, take down the name and avoid engaging them. Y oumay also find sourcesin the bridal
sedion d your locd newspaper.

Auditioning music for your wedding sounds like alot of intimidating work, but it is an important
part of the process Never assume that someone who owns an instrument can pay it well, or in the style that
you are looking for. Listen to ademo tape or compad disc, visit the groug sinternet websiteif they have
one, or ask for dates when the performer or performers will be playing so that you can go and hea them.
Thisisaparticularly important step if you are nat sure just what a brassquintet will soundlike. Before you
make your final dedsion, make sure the musicians are willi ng and able to play the sort of music youwant to
hea at your ceremony. Not all groups will be willi ng to arrange asong for their instrumentation.



Do na assume that the musicians you hire will know your religious, cultural or family wedding
traditions. Give them awritten order of the service mmplete with cues s that they know what to exped and
know exadly when to begin and stop daying. Thiswill prevent awkward pausesin the ceemony. If you
are dso using your church arganist the additional musicians will be aleto get their cues from him or her.

Onceyou have dedded onthe musicians, you shoud exped to sign asimple contrad. Remember
that thisisabusinessfor the musicians. The @ntrad isthereto proted you as much asto proted them.
Make sure that all fees, any requests for spedfic pieces of music, the time the musicians are expeded to
arrive andthe time they will befreeto go are dl stated clealy in the contrad. It isnot abad ideato include a
clause stating that in the event of emergency or ill nessthe musicians will be resporsible for their own
replacements. The morning of your wedding is notimeto go df in search of asoloist.

Most musicianswill ask for adeposit in advance of the ceéemony in order to bod your date, with
the remainder to be paid the day of the wedding. Some may ask for two cheds up front, one adepasit that
may be cahed onthe day it isrecaved, the other one postdated to the day of the wedding. These ae things
that shoud be addressed in the contrad. Indicae the type of dressyou prefer for the musicians. Suits and
ties for the men and dresses for the women are fairly standard. For aformal, evening wedding you might
prefer formal wear, but exped thisto cost alittl e more. Likewise, if yoursisto be avery casua wedding,
with guestsin casual attire, let the musicians know thisaswell. Make sure you have atelephore number to
read the musiciansin case anything changes. Also make cetain that they have numbers at which they can
read you shoud there be aquestion.

Having musicians in the family can be bath ablessng anda airse. If you have asister who sings
you might fed obligated to have her perform. If you have ayourg instrumentali st in the family you may be
expeded to have him or her play. Incorporating family membersin your ceremony is awonderful way to
make it spedal and memorable for all. They may be terrific musicians; then again, they may not be. It hasto
be your dedsionwhether or not they will be apart of the ceemony's music. A simple way of avoiding
corflict, if thereis someonein the family who has volunteered their musicd services, isto find a diff erent
role for them in the ceemony. Perhaps the singing sister would be happier as one of the dtendants. The
yourg instrumentali st could be asked to do ore of the readings. Perhaps their performances can be saved for
the reception. A littl e diplomacy goes along way in avoiding hurt fedings and keegping you in cortrol of
your wedding plans.

FINAL THOUGHTS

Remember, thisis your wedding day and the music you seled isto enhanceyour ceremony. Just
like dl other aspeds of your wedding, you shoud be involved in making the final dedsions for your
ceremony music. Try not to let yourself be overly influenced by outside persons unless of course, that isthe
way youwant it to be. Thisincludesfamily members, friends, and aher wedding participants. Listen to
their opinions and thank them for their help, bu you sort out the good from the bad and make the ultimate
verdict. In addition, many consultants and aher wedding profesgonals may have some terrific ideas, but
remember that they work for you. Don't dowhat they tell you simply because you want to avoid an
awkward corfflict andit isthe eaier way out. Do exadly what you want the way youwant it dore. In the
future you will | ook badk on your wedding day remembering it to be the perfed, spedal day that you always
wanted it to be.



